ABSTRACT . Eleocharis tenarum S. González & M. González (Cyperaceae), an endemic to dry temperate forests in Mexico, is described from Zacatecas and Durango. It belongs to Eleocharis R. Brown sect. Eleocharis subser. Truncatae Svenson s.l. and can be recognized by its basally burgundy to rose-purple upper sheaths with oblique, not truncate or cuspidate apex, and its dark brown achenes that are finely reticulate with longitudinally elongated cells.
Eleocharis R. Brown (Cyperaceae) includes a wide diversity of groups (González & Peterson, 1997; González & Tena, 2000) . No recent comprehensive worldwide taxonomic treatment of Eleocharis is available (Smith et al., 2002) , and many species remain undescribed in Latin America. The subseries Truncatae Svenson (Svenson, 1932) includes species with the apex of the upper sheath truncate and usually cuspidate as well as other plants similar to the typical Truncatae in most aspects, but having the apex of the upper sheath oblique and not cuspidate. The species here described belongs to subseries Truncatae in this broad sense. Eleochariti albibracteatae Nees & Meyen ex Kunth affinis sed ab ea caulibus altioribus, vagina superiore ad basim rubro-vinosa usque roseo-purpurea, spicula lanceolata pluriflora et achenio leviter reticulato differt; E. dombeyanae Kunth et E. parishii Britton similis sed ab eis vaginae superioris apice obliquo absque cuspide, achenio reticulato et stylobasi conica differt.
Perennial, loosely caespitose, from ascendant to nearly vertical rootstocks from a horizontal rhizome; culms erect, somewhat stiff, 8-24(-31) cm 3 0.6-0.9 mm, quadrangular and deeply sulcate or severalridged, usually compressed, 0.3-0.4 mm thick, pale green, shiny. Basal sheaths loose, scarious, stramineous to pale purple-tinged, subtruncate to slightly oblique and rounded at the apex, easily disintegrating and often absent in herbarium specimens; upper sheath tight, cylindric, 1.2-4 cm, proximally deep burgundy to rose-purple or purple-striolate, distally pale green or stramineous, the apex of the upper sheath oblique and acute or slightly oblique and rounded at the apex, the mouth truncate to concave, the margin membranous, stramineous and minutely red-dotted or 6 firm and callous, reddish or purple, lacking a cusp but sometimes the dorsal vein prolonged into a mucro not reaching the margin of the sheath or surpassing it by only 0.1-0.2 mm. Spikelets lanceoloid to ovoid-lanceoloid or narrowly fusiform, often somewhat compressed, 4.1-9.5 3 1.8-2.3 mm, acute to subacuminate, rachilla 0.3-0.4 mm wide, ca. 13-to 26-flowered; floral scales polystichous, loosely arranged, appressed or subappressed, (2.2-)2.3-2.7 mm, 0.5-0.8 mm wide in lateral view, narrowly ovate, obtuse to acute, the midvein stramineous or reddish, the flanks membranous, burgundy to red-purple, the margins and apex scarious, colorless, hyaline, cellulose-reticulate, 0.1-0.3 mm long; lowermost scale empty, amplexicaulous in immature spikelets, later subamplexicaulous, ovate, 1.8-2.4 mm, 1/5-1/3 the length of the spikelet, the apex translucent, to 0.8 mm, rounded to broadly acute; subprox- Etymology. It is a pleasure to dedicate this species to Georgina A. Tena-González and Sandra M. Tena-González, daughters of two of the authors (MSGE and JATF). They have enthusiastically participated in many botanical surveys of the CIIDIR herbarium, including the collection of the type of this species.
Discussion. Eleocharis tenarum belongs in Eleocharis subg. Eleocharis sect. Eleocharis. In its general aspect, it is morphologically similar to Mexican representatives of subseries Truncatae, especially E. dombeyana and E. parishii, from which E. tenarum differs in the oblique, nontruncate and noncuspidate apex of the upper sheath, the burgundy to rose color of the upper sheath, the achene that is finely reticulate with longitudinally elongated cells, and the conic, not mucronate or lanceolate stylobase. From E. montevidensis Kunth and E. ignota S. González & Reznicek, it differs in the apex of the upper sheath, the shape and color of the spikelet and floral scales, and the more finely reticulate achene. Eleocharis tenarum appears to be related to the complex of E. albibracteata in the similar apex of the upper sheath, but it differs mainly in its longer culms, longer and narrower spikelets with more flowers, longer proximal floral scale, and the more finely reticulate, bumpy achene. A comparison of these species is presented in a key.
KEY TO ELEOCHARIS TENARUM AND MORPHOLOGICALLY RELATED SPECIES 1a. Apex of the upper sheath oblique and acute or slightly oblique and rounded at the apex, membranous to slightly callous, without a cusp, sometimes a mucro 0. 
